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PRODUCT 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


PRODUCTION  OF  PARSLEY 

Parsley  is  hardy  to  cold  but  sensitive  to  heat. 
In  the  South  it  is  grown  throughout  the  year, 
except  in  midsummer.  In  the  North  it  is  grown  in 
fields  and  gardens  from  early  spring  to  late  au- 
tumn, and  in  sash-covered  coldframes,  hotbeds, 
and  sash  greenhouses  during  the  winter.  The 
temperature  for  winter  culture  is  kept  between 
45°  and  60°  F. 

The  crop  thrives  on  fertile  soil.  However,  be- 
cause parsley  seed  is  very  small  and  the  plant  is 
delicate  during  its  early  stages  of  growth,  the  soil 
should  be  mellow  and  free  from  any  tendency  to 
cake. 


Varieties 

Two  types  of  parsley  are  available.  The  most 
familiar  is  the  foliage  type,  which  is  grown  for 
the  leaves  and  is  used  for  garnishing  and  flavoring 
foods.  A  less  familiar  type  is  turnip-rooted 
parsley,  which  is  grown  for  the  root  and  is  cooked 
and  used  like  other  root  crops. 

Foliage-type  parsley  may  have  curled  or  plain 
leaves.  Curled-lea f  parsley  is  much  more  popular 
than  plain-leaf  parsley.  Best  known  of  the  curled- 
leaf  varieties  are  Moss  Curled,  Evergreen,  and 
Paramount.  Plain-leaf  parsley  varieties  are 
Perfection,  Plain,  and  Dark  Green  Italian. 

Hamburg  is  the  leading  variety  of  turnip-rooted 
parsley. 


Growing  the  Crop 

Prepare  a  well-pulverized,  smooth  seedbed  as  for 
other  fine-seeded  garden  crops.  During  prepara- 
tion, work  into  the  soil  a  5-10-5  formulation  of 
fertilizer  applied  at  a  rate  of  3  pounds  per  100 
square  feet  (1,200  to  1,300  pounds  per  acre) . 

Seed  spring  parsley  crops  as  soon  as  the  soil  can 
be  worked.  For  best  results  and  earliest  crop  in 
the  North,  start  the  plants  indoors  and  transplant 
to  the  open  ground  after  danger  of  frost  damage 
in  the  spring. 

For  fall  crops  and  coldframe-grown  winter 
crops  in  the  North,  seed  about  midsummer. 

In  the  South,  seed  the  winter  crop  in  autumn. 

Drill  seed  at  a  rate  of  15  to  20  seeds  per  foot  of 
row.  Make  the  rows  18  inches  apart  if  the  crop 
is  to  be  hand  cultivated  or  24  to  30  inches  apart 
for  tractor  cultivation. 

Cover  the  seed  no  deeper  than  one-fourth  of  an 
inch.  If  the  soil  is  heavy,  cover  the  seed  with  leaf- 
mold,  sand,  peat,  or  some  other  material  that  will 
not  bake. 

After  seeding,  keep  the  soil  moist  to  hasten 
germination. 

Thin  the  stand  of  leaf-type  parsley  so  the  plants 
are  6  to  8  inches  apart.  Thin  turnip-rooted  plants 
so  they  are  3  or  4  inches  apart. 

Cultivate  parsley  only  when  necessary  to  con- 
trol weeds.  Be  careful  in  cultivating ;  the  plants 
are  delicate  and  easy  to  injure. 
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Harvesting  and  Marketing 

To  harvest  leaf-type  parsley,  remove  the  large 
outer  leaves.  The  plant  continues  to  produce,  and 
leaves  can  be  harvested  for  several  weeks  after 
the  first  picking. 

Some  markets  require  the  parsley  leaves  to  be 
tied  in  bunches :  others  prefer  it  packed  loose  in 
containers  so  it  can  be  made  into  bunches  at  the 
market. 


Turnip-rooted  parsley  is  very  hardy  and  will 
endure  moderate  freezing  in  the  open.  You  can 
leave  the  plants  in  the  ground  until  you  market 
them.  If  it  is  more  convenient,  however,  plants 
for  late-fall  or  early -winter  marketing  may  be 
dug  early  and  stored  in  trenches  or  cellars  until 
marketed. 

Before  marketing  turnip-rooted  parsley,  remove 
the  faded  outer  leaves  and  wash  the  roots.  As 
with  leaf-type  parsley,  some  markets  prefer 
turnip-rooted  parsley  to  be  tied  in  bunches  while 
others  prefer  to  buy  it  loose. 
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